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ABSTRACT

The objective of this research is to study reported language behavior and attitudes in
order to evaluate the language maintenance of the Nepali speech community living
in Chiang Mai. T he subjects are 50 Nepali people from Myanmar. The subjects are
divided on the basis of two variables: Nepalis from Myanmar who have lived in
Thailand for less than five years, and those from Myanmar who have lived in
Thailand for five or more years. The subjects are further divided into subgroups
based on age, gender, education, and occupation. The sociolinguistic data was

collected by questionnaire and observation.

The study provides introductory information about the Nepali language, the history
of Nepali immigrants to Myanmar, and the history of the Nepali caste system. The
literature review section presents issues in language maintenance, as well as the
roles Hinduism and the caste system can play in maintaining the Nepali language.
Questionnaire results are analyzed for language use, language maintenance and
language vitality. Social network analysis is applied to the elaborate communication

patterns and language domains among the Nepali people in Chiang Mai.

The results of this study indicate that Nepalis do not marry non-Nepalis. They have a
strong desire to teach their children Nepali. Their children speak both Nepali and
Thai in the home. The Nepali community is initiating a Nepali Cultural Heritage
group, hoping to build a Hindu temple, and a school for their children, so that the
Nepali language and Nepali traditions will be passed down to future generations in
Chiang Mai. In conclusion, it was found that the current generation of Nepalis living
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in Chiang Mai is preserving their language, but the children need encouragement to

use Nepali in the home domain.
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