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ABSTRACT

This study aims investigating opportunities for communicative interactions in
Chinese college classrooms and enhancing opportunities for communicative
interactions by using learning strategies training. Fifty students and three teachers
participated in the study. Students were non-English major learners at ages
between 17 and 20 from English Class. Teachers were non-native English teachers
from a vocational and technical college in Guangzhou China.

Instruments included lesson plans, questionnaire, interview, and classroom
observation in the study. The lesson plans were used to train students’ learning
strategies. The questionnaire was used to investigate what learning strategies students
used for their language learning. The interview was used to survey teachers’ beliefs,
and teaching methods, teacher problems for language teaching. The classroom

observation was used to get information about classroom opportunities for
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communicative interactions before and after language learning strategies have been

trained.

From the questionnaire, teachers’ interview, and classroom interaction
analysis before students are trained learning strategies, the results of the study
reveals that there are less opportunities for communicative interaction in Chinese

college classrooms.

Considering the classroom observation analysis after students are trained
learning strategies, the total frequency of the teacher’s talk is 30.28% which
include teacher’s dealing with errors (11.01%), teacher’s feedback (7.08%),
teacher’s explanations (3.21%), and teacher’s praises (8.26%). Besides the total
frequency of students’ talk is 69.72% which include students’ response 28.44%,

students’ talking 25.23% and students’ asking questions 16.06%.

The ratio of teacher and students’ talk is 30.38%: 69.72%. Students’ talk is
more than teacher’s talk, after students are trained learning strategies. It reveals
that learning strategies can enhance opportunities for communicative interaction in

the classroom.
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