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ABSTRACT

This study uses the lens of causal attributions to examine students’ perceptions of role
and perceptions of ability in order to assess their psychological autonomy.

A questionnaire, which elicited the participants” causal attributions for their past
successes and failures, was administered to 99 first-year Thai undergraduates. After
tabulation of the data: (a) general trends in the citings of internal and external causes
were interpreted as representing the participants’ passive orientation towards English
learning; (b) the strong trend of participants citing a lack of aptitude for explaining their
failure was interpreted as representing the participants’ perceptions of low language
learning abilities. From these two observations, the study concludes that the participants’
current perceptions are not facilitative to autonomous learning. The influence of culture
on the students’ past educational experience is discussed as a possible explanation for the
students’ development of passive learning roles. Finally, pedagogical recommendations,
which focus on promoting facilitative attributions, are made in order to develop the

psychological autonomy of subsequent students.
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