Title: A Study of the Effectiveness of a Drama-based Approach to

Teaching English in the Thai context

Researcher: Sudharani Subramanian

Degree: Master of Arts in Teaching English to Speakers of Other
Languages, Payap University, Chiangmai, Thailand.

Advisor: Dr. Jonathan Leather

Date approved: 22" May, 2009

No .of pages: 162

Keywords: Drama in ESL, Life skills, Linguistic skills

ABSTRACT

This purpose of this research was to examine the possible benefits of using drama as a
medium to teach English in the Thai context. This study involved two projects. The
first project was a pilot study involving high school students studying in a government
high school in Thailand. It was composed of drama-based activities in the classroom
which was used by the teacher/researcher in the normal classroom and a drama-based
club which met up once a week for an hour evervday for the length of a semester.

The second project involved students studying at a private university in
Thailand. It used a drama project as a supplement to their regular writing course
which resulted in a performance at the end of the semester. Both the studies used the
qualitative approach and made use of method and data triangulation. The instruments
used consisted of student journals, interviews, questionnaires, video recordings and
classroom observations. The second project made extensive use of video recordings as
the aim was to gain practical insights into the different elements that constitute a
drama- based approach to teaching ESL.

Findings from both projects revealed potential linguistic and non-linguistic

benefits from using drama in teaching ESL/EFL. Drama creates a non-threatening
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‘comfort zone’ for the learners, which promote desire to speak in the foreign
language. The fact that learners can see a purpose for using the language further
improves their speaking skills. By taking on a different persona they lose their
inhibitions and become self-confident. It also brought to the limelight that drama by
being task based has scope for bringing about group work and learner autonomy .The
interesting finding was that using a drama based approach synergizes motivation,
confidence and autonomy, thereby enriching the language learning process.

The results of the study should encourage more teachers to use drama
as an ESL/EFL learning medium. While some of the problem areas of using such an
approach could be classroom management nevertheless the positives of such an
approach far outweigh the negatives and should be used in a beneficial way in
teaching ESL/EFL.
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