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ABSTRACT

This present study investigated English interactional discourse functions of
Thai undergraduates through an information gap task. To achieve an insight of the
interactional discourse functions, this study focused on the variation in interactional
discourse functions that will provide opportunities communication and the overall

amount of talk produced by the participants.

The study was conducted in a private language institution in Chaingmai,
Thailand. Throughout 7 weeks lesson, 20 participants took part in the study, all
participants were recoded by the video camera during the lesson. Then the data
obtained were analyzed by counting the frequencies of interactional discourse

functions and the overall amount of talk. The findings were as follows:
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(1) There were differences in the numbers and distributions of interactional
functions and the overall amount of talk generated in an Information Gap
Task.

(2) There were considerable variations between student pairs in the total
amount of interactional functions and overall amount of talk generated in
an Information Gap Task.

(3) An information gap task is an effective method to give students

opportunities for communication and interaction.

The study suggested that an information-gap task is an effective task to

encourage students’ communication and interaction.
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