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Abstract

This study uses the BALLI (Beliefs About Language Leaming Inventory) to track-- the
changes in students’ beliefs relative to the beliefs of their instructors, within a small,
homestay Englfsh program in the Philippihes. Because of the small number -of
subjects (53), the study utilizes both Iatitudinal and longitudinal methods to gather
data and then triangulates the results. It concludes that participation in the program is
a factor in changing students' beliefs, but that it would be premature to link those
changes to the beliefs of their instructors: The study also reveals that instructors’
actual beliefs often diverge from the beliefs they perceive themselves to be portraying
in the classroom. Furthermore, the instructors’ portrayed beliefs are more strongly
associated with changes in student beliefs than the instructors’ actual beliefs,
especially for those items that instructors designated as important to success in
language learning. Finally, a critique of the research methodology concludes that
using the BALLI for latitudinal studies is problematic for surveying individual beliefs
in programs of this size, but it can be used effectively for testing larger categories of
beliefs. It also concludes that the longitudinal method of resurveying students
increases the risk of data bias by steering their thoughts explicitly towards ideas they

would not have considered otherwise.
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