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ABSTRACT

Kim Mun is a minority language found in China, Laos and Vietnam and

belongs to the Mienic branch of the Hmong-Mien language family. This

study provides a synopsis of the previous studies on Kim Mun varieties from

Yunnan province, Guangxi province, and Hainan Island of China, and an old

study of a Vietnam variety. The thesis presents a phonological analysis and

comparison of two Kim Mun varieties in Laos and in Vietnam. The

comparison reveals that the consonantal and vowel systems hardly differ

between the two varieties. The tonal system with eight distinctive tones in

each variety is the area of greatest variation between the two

varieties. Though there is some noticeable lexical variance, the two varieties

of Kim Mun under study are similar enough to use the same grapheme-

phoneme relation for literacy development. Furthermore, a literature

review on the phonetic feature preglottalization that has been reported for
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Kim Mun languages is also provided. The term is used in reference to
varying phonetic phenomena only one of which, the laryngeal setting stiff

voice, is found in both varieties under study.
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