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The purposes of this study were to identify the
language learning strategies most frequently used by Thai
EFL college students and the factors affecting their
learning strategies selections. The participants were 50
forth-year English major students who enrolled in the first
semester of the academic year 2005 in a university in the
north of Thailand. The instruments used to collect data
were a five-point Likert scale questionnaire, Strategy
Inventory for Language Learning (SILL), by Oxford (1990),
and follow up semi-structured interview. The results
indicated that among the six strategies categories —--

memory, cognitive, compensation, metacognitive, affective,



vi

and social —-- compensation strategies were the most
frequently used. The data from the interview revealed that
factors affecting language learning strategies selections
of the participants were motivation, types of task,
attitudes and beliefs, and cultural background. The
pedagogical implication suggested that there is a need for
teachers to promote learners’ awareness of the six language
learning strategies and to employ them in learning English.
In addition, teachers should provide the type of tasks and
select materials that would encourage students to use more

language learning strategies.
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