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ABSTRACT

It is widely accepted that corrective feedback that elicits modified output from
learners could promote learning. In the field of SLA to date, however, limited
attention has been paid to corrective feedback situated in interactional contexts in
which affordances for learning occur, particularly in the settings of Chinese EFL
classrooms. This study, from a social-cultural perspective, aims at exploring how
teachers’ and learners’ use of corrective feedback vary according to different
interactional contexts during teacher-learner exchanges.

With a qualitative case study design, such instruments as classroom observation,
teacher interview, and stimulated recall were employed. The study was conducted in
three EFL classrooms in a local university in China, involving two different courses,
three Chinese English teachers, and 102 adult learners. Throughout 5 hours of
teacher-learner exchanges, the study examined the correlation between teachers’
corrective feedback, learner response and interactional contexts. Regarding to the

type of feedback, three types of corrective feedback were identified: elicitation,



vii
recasting, and informing. Concerning learner response, it was investigated in the
form of modified output in relation to four categories of interactional contexts:
focusing on content, communication, classroom management, and explicit language
form. It was found that teachers were more likely to provide feedback on learners’
problematic utterances in the contexts of focusing on explicit language form and
classroom management. Learners were most likely to act upon the teachers’
feedback in content-focused and language-focused contexts, but never used in the
contexts focusing on classroom management. The study suggests that both teachers’
provision of corrective feedback and learners’ modified output following feedback
were significantly context-dependent. Interactional contexts should not be

underestimated when investigating corrective feedback in classroom interaction.
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