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The aim of this research was to investigate the role and influence of sociocultural
factors, with a focus on form, in teacher-student interactions. In this study the students
were two Thai, 19 year old university sophomores majoring in English and the teacher
was a native speaker of English from the U.S. The sociocultural factors under
investigation had two layers. The first layer defined sociocultural factors broadly as the
devices humans have used as mediating tools to learn languages. These mediating tools
include the kinds of help tutors, teachers, or peers offer to learners. The second layer
involves other more specific sociocultural issues such as ‘support for face’, how role
relationships contribute to learning outcomes, and other affective factors. The study’s
purpose was to explore these multifarious sociocultural issues and explore their influence
on learner growth in noticing and correcting ill-formed verb structures. Specifically, the
study sought to answer four interrelated questions pertaining to this aim: 1) to find the
number of changes the learners made in correcting their ill-formed verb structures, having

participated in dialogue with the teacher,



VIII

2) to find the degree that learners were able to improve in “self-regulation” (or autonomy)
in correcting their verb errors 3), to find the degree that this self-regulation was
maintained after a month long break from participating in teacher — student interactions,
and 4) to explore all the plausible reasons for why progress in self-regulation was attained
or not attained.

The results of the investigation showed that both learners made some progress in
noticing and correcting ill-formed verb structures, having participated in collaborative
dialogue. Both learners also made progress in self-regulation and both showed some
improvement in percentage of errors they corrected on their final performance, even
though it took place a month after their last performance. However, one learner’s
progress was greater than the other learner’s progress in these three areas. The second
learner’s progress was marginal. Additionally, the study found that a number of
sociocultural influences were at work to explain the learners’s progress overall as well as
to explain why the learners sometimes stumbled or struggled in specific episodes of
interaction between the learners and the tutor. Finally, a number of sociocultural
influences were found that offered plausible reasons for why the learners made the

amount of progress that they did, and why one learner made more progress than the other.
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