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Evaluation is important for language programs in order to identify the strengths
and weaknesses of programs. Systematic evaluation should be carried out for all areas of
language programs such as curriculum and sylabus, teaching materials, teaching and
assessment. However, often systematic evaluation is not conducted for a variety of
reasons. The purpose of this research was to evaluate the achievement test used for
assessing learners’ progress in a Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies program in
Myanmar. This study investigated the process of test construction, and the validity and
reliability of the final achievement test to identify what is needed to be changed in order
to improve this achievement test. Three teachers who constructed the test were
interviewed, and the test content analyzed for content validity and reliability by using
checklists. Finally, the scoring procedure of the test was observed.

The results revealed that there were some weaknesses in the test construction
procéss. The test did not have specific objectives or test specifications. Moreover, the test
was lacking in content validity for measuring students’ achievement over a semester. The
test onISI assessed some skills and structures if compared with the syltabus. In adciition,

the test items tested more abilities than intended in some parts of the test. Also, the



reliability of the test may not be high as some features of the test may reduce the
reliability. For example, the test had ambiguous items, unclear instructions and indirect
testing items that can lower the reliability of the test results. Moreover, the marking
scheme and scoring procedure of this test had some flaws with the program using
inexperienced scorers to score the test without training. This study provides an insight
into the strengths and weaknesses of the achievement test currently used in the BARS
program to see what should be changed in order to improve the quality of the test for the
betterment of the program. The study also provides an example of a systematic evaluation

which could assist evaluations in other contexts.
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