ABSTRACT

ASSESSING THE PRODUCTION OF SELECTED ENGLISH
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Supervising Professor: Associate Professor Dr. Jonathan Leather

The goal of this thesis is to evaluate and rank the pronunciation accuracy of
50 common English complex codas arising from —ed and —s inflections. Knowledge of
the accuracy rates of coda groups and typical repairs used by their learners should be
useful to teachers. Cross-linguistic theories which help explain problems with coda
production and previous findings on learner repair strategies are consulted to devise a
numerical scoring method. Scores and frequency of occurrence of the complex codas
evaluated were weakly correlated, indicating that exposure per se has been of little
benefit to learners. As many of the most commonly used codas in English are voiced,
and as postvocalic /1/ occurs frequently, remedial work on 5 voiced doubleton codas

and 5 tripleton codas involving postvocalic /I/ is suggested.

This thesis reports the evaluations of 4 fluent Thai learners reading a
prepared wordlist and narrative, and 5 Thai and 3 East-Asian beginning-intermediate
learners reading the same narrative on two occasions. The author performed phonemic
identification and assessment of approximately 800 coda tokens taken from these
readings. Two auditor assistants evaluated the first group of informants, using a 6-

point intelligibility rating scale, graded to the quarter point. Correlation between the
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auditors’ mean assessments of the fluent informants and their individual accumulated

coda-token scores was nearly significant.

Voiced complex codas and those involving —ed grammatical inflections were
less accurate than voiceless codas and codas involving —s inflections for both
populations. Postvocalic /I/ was rarely articulated except following /e/. Typical repairs
for difficult codaé involved deletion, usually of the final coda consonant, and voicing
substitution. Substitution of manner or place of articulation was prevalent with less
proficient informants. More proficient informants showed fewer deletions and more
voicing substitutions. Correlation of mean scores of seven feature permutation

categories from the two populations was significant.
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