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ABSTRACT

The Tai languages spread throughout many countries.in Southeast Asia. Tai Nua,
is one Tai language classified in the Tai-Kadai language family. The main group
of Tai Nua is found in Yunnan province of China; they live separately in different
sites and prefectures. Consequently, they have had no regular communication for

many generations.

This research investigates the degree of differences and similarity among the
speech varieties of Tai Nua and the attitudes the Tai Nua have toward those
speech varieties. This thesis employs lexicostatistic and sociolinguistic analysis.
14 sites, based on the known distribution, are selected for the research. However,
for lexical comparison, Tai Ya, Tai Mao and Tai Lai (from six different sites) are
also compared since the dialects are closely related and data are available from

other sources.

The results of lexicostatistic analysis yields percentages of lexical similarity that
each Tai Nua speech variety and related speech varieties has with each other. It is
shown that Tai Nua speech varieties between Mangshi and Zhefang are the closest
(96%). Comparing Tai Nua with other dialects shows that Tai Mao has the highest
similarity (92%). Preliminary Social network analysis suggests two groupings of

villages based on perceived similarity of speech. As for sociolinguistic
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comparison, the results indicate that Tai Nua is still strongly used among the local

communities, and the speech variety in Mangshi is found the most respected.
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