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Abstract

This thesis is concerned with the grammatical and pragmatic aspects of verb stem

alternation in K'Cho, a southern Kuki-Chin language of Tibeto-Burman family.

Generally, verbs in K’Cho have two phonologically distinct forms. The two forms
are called stem I and stem II, and they occur.in different syntactic and pragmatic

environments.

This thesis investigates factors that determine the stem choice in K’Cho. Syntactic
and pragmatic factors ére the two principal factors determining stem alternation in
K'Cho. Syntactic factors are found in nominalization, relativization, valence
changes, and clause linking. Pragmatic factors include information structure and

deontic modality.

The interaction of information structure and verb stem alternation is the
significant outcome of this thesis. Unmarked focus types such as sentence focus,
predicate focus, and narrow focus require the use of stem I, while marked narrow

focus and contrastive focus require the use of stem II.
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