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ABSTRACT

A CASE STUDY OF TANDEM LEARNING

Cosmo Martin Landsburg

Payap University, Chiang Mai, 2006

Supervising Professor: Jonathan Leather

For the language exchange known as tandem learning current research stresses the
role of self-development in learners, but neglects or even discourages explicit
instruction from a teacher in this matter. Such guidelines stress the importance of
learner independence, thus limiting the amount of teacher intervention. Thus the
purpose of this study was to learn whether teaching presence could be employed (by
future teachers wishing to integrate tandem learning into a regular course), without
breaching the autonomous nature of tandem learning. A detailed study was made of a
simulated tandem involving an American learner who was studying Thai and a Thai
leamer studying English (in each case to fulfill academic requirements at a Thai
university). The two learners were evaluated on their negotiation of meaning and
deployment of collaborative strategies. Results showed that the Thai learner used

more collaborative strategies and initiated attempts to



resolve communication breakdown more often than her partner. This indicated that
teaching presence before, during and after the tandem session could have helped these
learners, as would explicit teaching on collaborative techniques. The study
underscored the need for a batance between teaching presence and learner autonomy,

and suggested ways for supporting learners in developing autonomy and collaboration.
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