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The purpose of this research was to explore the roles of the English
language teaching coursebook through studying how one coursebook,
American Headway 2, was used by instructors teaching an undergraduate
English course at a University in Thailand. The study observed how six
different teachers taught the same unit of the coursebook, and explored in
interviews the reasons behind the decisions that the teachers made in using
the materials. The six teachers selected for observation included two Thai
teachers who had experience using American Headway 2, and another two
Thai teachers who had never experienced using this coursebook. The
remaining two teachers were non-Thai. Both had experience of using
American Headway 2. One was a native English speaker, the other a non-
native English speaker.

The results revealed that the teachers in this study did not follow all the
activities contained in the coursebook but they selected some activities,

rejected others, and supplemented the coursebook. Some parts of grammar



vit
section and the reading passage were used by all teachers. However, speaking
and listening skills development, oral practice, and pronunciaﬁon were largely
absent. Coursebook tasks were often modified such a way that the teachers
were the center of the classroom. Teachers introduced many tasks not in the
coursebook. Whole class interaction and learners attending to explanations
were often involved in these tasks. In conclusion, teachers used the

coursebook as a resource in planning lessons rather than as a source of lesson

plans.
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