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Abstract

This thesis is a phonological comparison of Bisoid speech varieties. Bisoid is a
subbranch of Southern Loloish, Loloish, Lolo-Burmese, Tibeto-Burman (Bradley
1997). The languages under study are Bisu and Mpi from Thailand; Pyen from
Myanmar; Coong from Vietnam; Laopin, Laomian and Tsukong from China; and
eight Phunoi varieties: Cauho, Bantang, Laopan, Phongku, Phongset, Sinsali, Cantan,

and Laoseng from Laos.

A lexicostatistic analysis was applied to these 15 speech varieties to determine the
lexical relatedness between the varieties. On the basis of these results a representative

variety was chosen from each cluster.

Further analysis of the phonological inventories of the selected speech varieties was

done and the resulting inventories were compared.

This thesis provides new material and phonological descriptions for 3 Bisoid speech
varieties (Bantang, Cauho, and Tsukong) as well as giving additional phonological

description for in already described variety, Bisu.
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