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This study investigated Chinese EFL teachers’ perspe;tives on the
learner-centered principles embodied in the New Engﬁsh Curriculum (NEC)
in China, and the personal strategies they developed to carry out the
principles. To facilitate detailed discussion, a qualitative case study design
was used to explore how two Chinese EFL teachers at a junior secondary

school in southwest China responded to the learner-centered innovation.



vii
The study also attempted to place the learner-centered approach within a
wide socio-educational context. To achieve the research purpose, data were
drawn from a number of sources: teachers, students, parents, school
principal and regional inspectors. The data collection methods comprised a
review of documents, classroom observations, stimulated recall, focused
interviews, and questionnaires. The results indicated that although the
teachers’ readiness to implement the learner-centered approach varied
greatly, there was nevertheless a disparity between the planned curriculum
and the implemented curriculum. The findings also revealed that the socially
constructed values, sfandards, and goals of other parties involved in the
innovation process - e.g. the students, the parents, the school principal, and
the educational administrators -« were woven together to shape the teachers’
beliefs about learner-centeredness, which in turn informed their classroom
practice. By providing an understanding of socio-educational influences on
the teachers’ beliefs and practice, the study entailed implications for change

strategy and teacher development in such a context.
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