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ABSTRACT

A PHONOLOGICAL STUDY OF
THREE CENTRAL KARENIC LANGUAGES

Sudrutai Arunsirol

Payap University, Chiang Mai, 2003
Supervising Professor: Dr. Brian Migiiazza

The purpose of this study is to analyze the phonological systems of Bwe, Geba 1 and
Geba 2. This study uses phonological inventories and the distribution of phonological

units in order to compare those languagges.

Chapter one gives the historical and geographical backgrounds of cach language.
Chapter two presents the phonology of Bwe which consists of 23 consonant
phonemes. The vowe! system consists of 10 clear vowel phonemes and 9 breathy
vowel phonemes. There are 4 tones in Bwe. Chapter three presents the phonology of
Geba 1 which consists of 24 consonant phonemes. The vowel system consists of 10
clear vowel phonemes and 10 breathy vowel phonemes. There are 4 tones in Geba 1.
Chapter five presents the phonology of Geba 2 which consists of 25 consonant
phonemes. The vowel system consists of 10 clear vowel phonemes and 10 breathy
vowel phonemes. There are 4 tones in Geba 2. Chapter six concludes that Bwe, Geba
1 and Geba 2 are genetically closely related to each other, which supports the
subgrouping of these languages within the Central Karenic branch based on
lexicostatistical evidence and the result from the comparison of phonology in chapter
five. A computer software program called “Speech Manager” was used to make

phonetic charts and to separate the consonant charts from the vowel charts.

vi
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C Consonant

C, Initial Consonant

C, Second member of consonant cluster
Cs Final consonant
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J Low Tone

1 Mid Tone

1 High Tone

11 Half-High Rising Tone
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