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13. ABSTRACT

1. SCOPE OF THE STUDY
The objective of this research is to study factors affecting the grouping of Payap students
graduating within or beyond the time designed in the study plan of both the two-year continuing and the
four-year regular programs for bachelor's degree.
2. RESEARCH METHOD
Data of graduates of class 23 of Payap University was collected by stratified random
sampling. Eight hundred cases were used in this study: 303 cases were graduates of the two-year

continuing program and another 497 cases were those of the four-year regular one.



3. RESEARCH RESULTS

The results of the study were as follow :

3.1 This research has discovered that 39.3% of the graduates of the two-year
continning program graduated within the time designed in the study program. However, the other 60.7%
spent longer time than that. It was also found that 60% of the graduates of the four-year regular program
graduated directly on time designed, while 40% of them stayed longer to finish their study.

3.2 Discriminant analysis of factors affecting the graduation of Payap students within the
time designed by the curriculum are as following:

3.2.1 Of the two-year continuing program, there are eight factors which affect
students' graduation both within and beyond time designed, and they are: study planning according to the
study program designed in the curriculum, spending too much time attending the extra-curricular activities
held by department, faculty, or university, having a part-time job while studying, physical health
problems, regrading courses with low grades, advisor's opinion in helping students solve their problems,
paying attention in study, and content revision after class. For the discriminant equation that was
constructed, it could be used to group students and is significantly at 0.05. The prediction of group
membership based on these variables were accurate by 95.7% , approximately.

322 Of the four-year regular program, there are five factors affecting
students' graduation both within and beyond time designed in the curriculum, and they are: study
planning as in the study program designed, spending too much time attending the extra-curricular
activities held by department, faculty or university, failing in prerequisite courses and therefore being
unable to register for the next course in the sequence, problems of transferring to the new department,
and regrading courses with low grades. However, the discriminant equation which was used to analyze
and to group students is significantly at 0.05. The prediction of group membership based on these

variables were accurate by 90.5% , approximately.
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