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ABSTRACT

The primary objective of this research is to collect and record into written words the oral folk culture

related to the Thai Yong's "Khiit". The second objective is to study the beliefs versus practices of “Khiit” of

the Thai Yong people, together with the behaviors! changes concerning “Khiit” of the Thai Yong people in

Lamphun province, from the past to the present fime. The last objective is (0 analyze Thai Yong’s “Khiit"

according to the functienal stecture and contextualization.

B. Research Method

The research procedure employed the folkloric technique, First, preliminary collection of the content,

groups of people, and target areas were conducted, Next, a folkloric survey and data collection by means of

interviews, recorded on casselte tapes, along with contextual photography and recorded atmosphere during the

interviews, were exercised. Thern, the data were analysed by means of word-by-word transcription frem the

cassettes, Finally, the studies of the practices of the Thai Yong people’s “Khut” in accordance witl: the beliefs,

coupled with the behavioral changes concemning “Khiit" of the Thai Yong people in Lamphun province from

the past 10 the present were examined. In addition, analyses of Thai Yong's “Khiit” from the viewpoint of

structural and contexmalized funclionalism were included.

(. Research Results

This study has coltected and recorded in written form the Thai Yong’s “Khiit” in Lamphun province

altogethier 210 items, The studies of the self-practices in accordance with the beliefs, and the behaviorat

changes concerning “Khiit” of dhe Thei Yong people in Lamphun province from the past to the present have



revealed thai those who represent the old gencration of the Thai Yong people (aged 50 and up) have a belief in
“KHii(" and ihey continuously exercise it very strictly. In contras’, those who represent the new generation of
the Thai Yong people (aged 40 and betaw) have two viewpoints about their betief in “Khiit.” Firstly, if “Khiit”
does not conflict with the preseni day’s condition and environment, which has changed over the years, they
will observe the betief striclly. However, if “Khilt” is not in accordance with the present day’s condition and
environment or if it has some practical Himitation, they will employ a compromising means. That is, they will
apply the past belief to the present day’s condition or practise it according 1o the present day’s possibility,
lessening the role of “Khii,”

As 10 the analysis of Thai Yong's “Khiit” from the viewpoint of functional structure and
contextuglization, it i3 found that *Khiit", which the Thai Yong people have held on 1o and been practising
continuously after their ancestors, influences the education, controls the behavior under the righteous customs
and culture, ontlines the praciice for physical and mental safety, and controls the behavior of the Thai Yong

people with the purpose of maintaining utmost peacefulness in the community.
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