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ABSTRACT

This is a study of the Tai Ya people who migrated
to Chiang Rai province from southwestern China, in the south
of Yunnan province starting in 1929. This study examinés the
way of life of the Tai Ya in china both in the past and the
present as well as their life in Chiang Rai Province. Other
topics examined include the reasons for their migration, the
reasons why ther ancestore of their new religion on their way

of life in Chiang Rai Province.

After moving from China, the Tai ya came to live in
what is now Pa Sak Khwang Village in Mae Chan District and
Nam Bo Khao Village in Mae Sai District, Both in Chiang Rai
province. The people still live 1in these two villages which
are five kilometers distant from one another. A number of the
villagers, /‘mostly younger descendants who have received some
higher education, have moved to Chiang Mai and to Béngkok.
This study found that most of them were living in larger

cities. Most of them are still members of the protestant

Christian church.



This study also found that the move from China to
Chianing Rai was influenced by American and Thai religious
workers. They moved because of their oppression at the hands
of chinese government officials and their landlords, most of
whom were Han. Some of them converted to christianity while
others who continued observing the religion of their
forebearers moved to Thailand. After settling in the two
villages in Chiang Rai, they made a living in the way they
had in China, namely, by paddy cultivation, fish culture,
and growing Chinese mat Grass (Cyperus spp.) with which they
weave mats which they then sell. The central role of
Christianity in the group’ s life was shown by the conversion
to Christianity by those migrants after arriving in Thailand.
The security and prosperity of the Tai Ya in Thailand was
seen as resulting from the others’ belief in Christianity.
Christianity also served as a focus in the lives of the
Tai ya and, more inportantly, was the means by which they
could live together and still use their traditional language

culture.





