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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

From the policy and regulations regarding secondary level education and vocational education
in the seventh education development plan (1992-1996) to the trend of the eighth education
plan, the emphasis is on development of the labor force appropriately for the development of
the world of industry, science and technology. This emphasis includes supporting the private
business sector having a role in providing the necessary education.

A study of the trends of vocational education in the norther provinces was conducted by
PRIDE, Payap University. This research received financial support from the Sitca Investment
and Securities Public Co., Ltd. and the V Group. The survey was conducted from 18 August
to 15 September 1995 in four provinces of northern Thailand, Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai,
Lampang and Prae, and focused on three groups: third year secondary students, parents, and
administrators and guidance counselors. 400 questionnaires were sent to third year secondary
students, of which 369 or 92.25% were retumned; 400 were sent to parents of students of which
332 were returned or 83.0% and 40 were sent to administrators and guidance counselors of
which 30 were retumed or 75.0%.

The results of the survey are as follows:

1. More than 50% of third year secondary students want to study vocational subjects, and
meore than 75% were interested in studying in a new vocational college.

2. The fields these students most want to study include business computing followed by

i commerce, auto mechanics and electronics, in that order. The reasons for choosing these
include the opportunity to advance in these fields and ease of finding employment. The
students felt thetr parents would support their studying the vocational field of their choice.

3. The criteria for selection of a vocational school by the students were the quality of the
instructors followed by equipment used in teaching and the geographic location of the schoot.
The fame of the school had little importance.

4. Parents were found to be the source of full tuition paynient and that they were able to allow
the student to study full time until completion of the course.

5. Most parents wanted their children to study in the field of commerce followed by business
computing, auto mechanics and electronics in that order, Parents indicated they would discuss
the field to be studied with their children.

6. School administrators, especially guidance counselors, valuable information regarding
students completing secondary grade three: the number of students going on to study
vocational subjects was inereasing. The most popular field was business computing followed
by commerce, accounting, industrial mechanics, electronics, home economics, agriculture and
marketing, in that order. In other fields there was much less interest.

7. Survey data showed that the trend that vocational schools in the future should have the
i following characteristics:

7.1 Instructors should be experienced, should be effective and should be a specialist in the area
they teach.




7.2 The curriculum should match with the needs of the local area and should provide more
opportunity for students to chose. The curriculum should be up-to-date and should guarantee
that graduates will find employment,

7.3 Equipment and written material used in teaching should be up-to-date and be appropriate
for the specific course.

7.4 The school itself should have a good atmosphere and the classrooms should have a home-
like feel to reduce the problems of teen-agers.

7.5 Publicity must be emphasized to provide information to prospective students making their
decision about where to study.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

From this study of trends in vocational education in four provinces of northern Thailand, the
following policy and administrative recommendations are provided,

I. New major areas of study to be opened should follow the eighth education plan regarding
development of industry and technology in order to get results in terms of providing jobs and
the absorption capability of the labor market.

2. The number one subject area recommended based on the survey results is computers
followed by commerce, industrial technology, electronics, and factory mechanic.

3. The survey found that the quality of equipment used in teaching was a factor in determining
the quality of graduates. Therefore, emphasis should be placed on this equipment to insure that
it is xup-to-date and appropriate for the courses being taught.
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