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ABSTRACT

The Pwo Karen are the second largest of the Kéren ethnic groups which are
found in both Burma and Thailand. Though some aspects of the Pwo Karen culture
have been reported, little research has been undertaken to determine how the various
dialects spoken by the Pwo Karen relate to one another, or to the other Karen
languages. In this study, we consider data gathered from 18 locations in six provinces
of northern Thailand. Through a combination of village interviews, lexicostatistics and.
phonostatistics, some preliminary conclusions are reached regarding dialect groupings
among the Pwo Karen of northern Thailand. These data are then also compared {o
data gathered by others in central and southern Thailand, as well as in Burma. A
lexicostatistic and phonostatistic analysis of these speech varieties from three regions

of Thailand and several locations in Burma indicate considerable variation in the Pwo

Karen language.
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