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Abstract

This research has the goal of studying the characteristics of contamporary Lan Na

poetry (between 1984-1996) which was a period of revival for Lan Na poetry. This was done

by studying the characieristics of language, content and vaiues in the poelry as well as the

attitudes and current interest of the residents of northern Thailand toward Lan Na poetry in

order to seek the means to preserve and support composition of Lan Na poetry. A sample

group was divided into two groups:

1} The iirst group were people who are interested and able to compose postic verse

of the Lan Na poetic form .

This group of 163 people were interviewed about

“ Trends and conservation of composition of Lan Na poetry.”



q

2} The second group were Lan Na residents from other regions who have moved o
Lan Na to live for nol less than 10 years. In this group 153 people were interviewed
about " Knowledge, interest,and attitude of people who live in the narth of

Thaitand toward contemporary Lan Na poetry.

B. Msthod of Research

The original study of the documents and research about the characteristics of postic
form and the values of postry during the time of the Lan Na Kingdom and of the { later Chakn
dynasty } governars  (Chao Phu Krong Nakorn ) was to be a basis for analylical study of
contermporary Lan Na poelry.  The next step was 1o coflect datla whose source was from a
survey to study contemporary Lan Na poetry. The type of survey chosen was the cluster
sampling type covering Chiang Mai , Lamphun Lampang , Phras, Nan, Phayao, Chiang Rai,
and Mae Hong Somr provinces.  After that, two types of interviews were devised (o collect
additional dala for analysis into percentages. In the case that interviews were nol possible,

subject's wrilten opinions were recorded.

C. Research Results
1. “Trends and Directions in Conserving the Publishing of Lan Na Poetry * interview.

The sample group were northern Thai who were able to write Lan Na style poetry were
mostly people of advanced age who were agriculturalists.  Their education was not high,
and their incomes were low.  The poetic form which they knew bast was the “Khraow” or
“Khaow™.  Some people had prepared "Khraow™ and entered a contest which they had
heard about on a radic broadcast.  The subjects written about included: culture, love,
various fesling, politics, the quality of environment, preserving nature, everyday life, etc.
In writing Lan Na poetry, Cenlral Thailetters and spelling are used more than traditional
Lan Na orthography { Tua Muang ).

in seeking the way 1o preserve the writing of Lan Na poetry, the government and
private sector must promote and support the wriling of Lan Na poetry by having frequent
postry contests,  Other means include promoting the organizing of radio broadcasts of
"Khraow™ poetry, writing "Khraow™ in newspaper, magazineé and journals {o give

rknovdedgs to young people, by promoting "Saw” in various events and by organizing



workshops for Lan Na poetry composers.

" Northem Thailand resident's knowledge, interest and atfitude toward contemporary
Lan Na poetry” interview,

The sample group were Lan Na residents or residents from other regions who have
Ived in the north for not less than 10 years, mostly knew Lan Na poatry, aspacially the
Khraow variety. In any case, the sample group knew Centra! Thal poelry more than Lan Na
postry since the educational institutions they had attended taught  Central Thai poetry
instead of {an Na poetry. Only a few of the sample group or [as far as they knew] their
grandparents or relatives were able to write Lan Na poetry, though there were more than g
tew who were familiar with Lan Na literature, The sample group might have had previous
educational expsrience in this ares, had heard the stories or read the Kerature
themselves. In the locslities of those in the sample group there have been Lan Na style
writing contest, though only a very few, Regarding “Saw” which is & singing style in which
two people sing back and forth to one anather, the sample group had largely heard *Saw"
before and by this had understand this focal ant of Lan Na and been informed about i,
In the area of attitudes or opinions toward Lan Na poetry. moslly they saw Lan Na poetry
has having great importance, but personal interest in it was average. They thought the
govemment and private sector should promote and support tan Nz poetry among the
people by organizing workshops and providing financial support. In addition, the sample
group thought youth should be given a knowledge of Lan Na poetry. If we can make il

possible to do the things proposed, it wil help to preserve Lan Na poetry in the future,
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