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ABSTRACT

A. Scope of the Study

This research surveyed the demand for food science and technology graduates
in the Thai food processing industry in order to guide Payap University in the
establishment of a Food Science. Technology and Management Department, and to
help Payap University meet the needs of the future Thai society.  The target
population of the study were administrators from companies in the Thai food
processing industry which had 20 or more employees.
B. Research Method

The sample group of the study were the administrators from 53 Thai food
processing companies, who were selected by purposive sampling. The results were
generated via questionnaire. Data analysis was done and presented as a table of

frequency. percentages and written explanation.



C. Research Results

The study of the demand for university graduates in the field of food science -
and technology for the Thai food processing industry was divided into two tme
periods. The first period was from 1992 - 1997. and the second period was from
1997 - 2002. It was found that the demand for graduates in food science and
technology was 1.713 per year in the first period, and 3.922 per year in the second
period. The demand for food science, technology and management graduates was
1.263 per year in the first period and 1.400 per year in the second period. The
demand for food science, technology and marketing graduates was 1.032 per year in
the first period and 1,140 per year in the second period. The demand for food science,
technology. management and marketing graduates was 827 per year in the first period
and 897 per year in the second period. In comparison, Thai institutions of higher
education with food science and technology programs could graduate a total of 670
students per year in the first period. and are estimated to be able to graduate a total of
1.000 students per year in the second period. We have not yet found an institute in
Thailand with an operating food science and technology curriculum which provides a
degree with an integrated management and/or marketing emphasis.

More than 80% of the food proces$ing companies assign those who have
bachelors degrees or higher in food science and technology to work In positions of
production supervision and/or quality control. Less frequently, they are employed as
factory managers. It was found in the survey that large food processing firms are
much more likely to-have managers who have a bachelors degree or higher in the field
of food science and technology.

Administrators in the Thai food processing industry have a great desire for
cooperation and consultation between the educational institutions and the food
processing industry. In addition to this desire, there is a need for personnel training in
the area of modifying production process. as well as continuing education possibilities

for current industry personnel to acquire further skills and degrees.
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