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Abstract

Lu is & Tai-speaking group in Sipsong Panna, Yunnan province, the People!s Repubtic
of China. These people have migrated into the Northern part of Thailm.ld or an ancient kingdom
of Lan Na a long time ago. Formerly, Lan Na and Sipsong Panna had very close relationship,
politically, economically and socially. Their people tavelled and visited ‘one agother very often.
In time of troulbles, they took refuge in other s places without any racial conflicts. Nan has big
communities of the Lu. Reseacher found that there was a large number of Lu from Sipsong
Panna and Northern Laos constantly moved to setile down in Nan. It was until late nineteenth
century that Nan ruled many Lu towns which are now in territory of China and Laos. The
settiements of Lu in Nan occurred without conflicts with the ‘Yuan former inhabitants because
they had been under the same ’fai feudal system, the ruling and the ruled lived under the
patronage system and betieved in animism as weil as Buddhism. As farmers, the Lu affiliated
closely with nature. They initiated rites and tradition in order to harmoniz their lives with namre
and with supernature in order to live well with timited knowledge and technology. The Lu way of
living was so similar with the Yuan's that they could not be differentiated. it became quite
difficult to determine which one is the dominant one.

Under changes in each period in Thailand, the Lu adjusted their way of living and
culture with the new situations. The Lu uniqueness is gradually dying out together with the Yuan
' ‘s one elsewhere, being replaced by the modern or universal feare of Western culture. When

tourism reaches its peak, the exotic and interesting Lu culture wums © be a tourist attraction.
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