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Abstract

This research has as its goai the study of two syllable modifiers in L.a'.n. Na
language, inciuding their structure, position, function, meaning and the relationship between
their sound and meaning based con a collection of 429 words elicited from Lan Na - speaking
informants living in the municipality of Chiang Mai, Chiang Mai province. Additional data
have also been gathered from the Lan Na - Central Thai Dictionary, The findings can be
summarized as follows.

Two syllable modifiers in Lan Na language have two types of siructures. In
the first type, the second syllable of the modifier is the repetition of the first. In the sccond
type, the phonological characteristic of the first syllable is partially repeated in the sccond
syltable.

Two syllable modifiers can be classified into 11 types of meaning, which are
: smell, size and weight, quantity, taste, appcarance. condition, shape, colour, brightness,
sound and indicating action. We also find that there is a relationship between sound and
meaning in modifiers, since vowel sound in an important compenent in classifying the
differences between the meaning concerning the size, whether greater or lesser in size or

amaount.
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