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A Study of Conditions of and Some Potential Solutions
to the Envirommental Problems of The Mae Khao River
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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research was to study
the changes in the community which had an impact on
the environment of the Mae Khao River including
identification of methods to solve those environmental
problems. A total of 248 residents from the 25 villages
along the Mae Khao River in four districts of Chiang
Mai Province were interviewed regarding their attitudes,
knowledge, understanding and role. The four districts
included Muang District, Sansai District, Sankampaeng
District, and Saraphi District. In addition, relevant

information was obtained from secondary sources. Results



of the research are summarized as follows.

In the past five years, the environment of
the Mae Khao River has undergone impacts and rapid
changes due to the expansion of housing developments,
factories, residence halls, hotels, livestock farms,
and restaurants which are located on both ~ banks of
the river. These entities regularly introduce increasing
amounts of trash, garbage, litter and waste water into
the Mae Khao River. The garbage and waste water is
not treated by a waste water treatment facility as it
should before being discharged into  the river. In
addition, housing continues to be built which encroach
on the water course on both sides of the river. These
activities have resulted in the water becoming polluted
and having a foul smell. In some areas the river has
become shallow, causing the course of the river to
change. Fish and other organisms in the water have
become diseased and died in large numbers, which can
also make humans ill if they eat diseased fish from
the river. The research further found that community
customs related to the Mae Khao River, mostly traditional
customs such as Loi Krathong and Songkran did not have
a role in making the Mae Khao River water polluted,
these activities merely resulted in the river becoming

shallow and introduction of more garbage and trash.



Attitudes toward directions for and having a
role in protecting and taking care of the Mae Khao
River, villagers felt that relevant government agencies
should undertake an urgent public relations campaign to
have the managers of activities, community leaders and
area residents see the impact of not joining together
to take care of the river appropriately. If anyone
engages in an illegal activity, they should be prosecuted
strictly according to regulations and the National
Environmental Improvement and Preservation Act of 1992
and the Community Cleanliness and orderliness Act of
1992. At the same time, villagers in the community
must have a role in taking care of the Mae Khao
River through establishing regulations or prohibitions.
If there are violations, warnings must be given or
government,  officials infornoed so a case can be
prosecuted. These actions ~should be taken so that
the Mae Khao River will be a naturally clear, clean

river and a part of Chiang Mai forever.
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