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ABSTRACT

The AIDS epidemic in Thailand today is widely spread among
the general population; both men and women in all age ranges from
infant to adult. The number of HIV infected people has increased
dramatically recently, particularly, in the Northern part of Thailand.

This study focuses on a group of sexually active villager.

OBJECTIVES ;

1. To study the correlation of demographic data, sex, age and martital
status with knowledge about AIDS in terms of HIV transmission,
prevention and living with people with HIV/AIDS.

2. To study the sexual and social behaviors related to HIV/AIDS.

METHODS :

The sample of 224 men and women 39 are single women; 53 single men;

70 married women; and 62 married men. The age range is from 15 to 49,

sampling from 3 villages in the subdistrict of Sanpranet, Sansail

district, Chiang Mai. The data was collected by both in depth

interview and questionnaires which were administrated by the interviewers.

CONCLUSION AND DISCUSSION:

1. Attitudes on HIV/AIDS and HIV preventive behaviors are correlated
with gender and marital status while there is no correlation with
age and education (p = 0.0000 - 0.0460).

2. Among the subjects, the married women group has the least
knowledge on HIV transmission, prevention and living with people
with AIDS. This probably indicates that married women’s access to

HIV/AIDS information is limited.



3.

The subjects living in a suburban area are socially vulnerable to
HIV infection and other STD. Perhaps because there is sociocultural

change in the community which affect family structure and relations.

CONCLUSTION AND DISCUSSION:

A substantial number of single and married men having visited

1.
prostitutes (43 % and 56 % respectively). The main  reasons for
visiting prostitutes were peers and drinking alcohol. This behvior
was correlated with the attitude of the majority of the subjects
that visiting prostitutes is common in Thai society.

2. Knowledge about HIV transmission, pfevention and 1living with
HIV/ATDS were correlated with gender, marital status, age and
education (p = 0.0000 - 0.0460).

3. Among the subjects, the married women group had the least knowledge
on HIV transmission, prevention and living with people with AIDS.
This probably indicates that married women’s access to HIV/AIDS
information is limited.

4. The subjects living in a suburban area are socially wvulnerable to
HIV infection and other STDs. Perhaps because there is sociocultural
change in the community which affects family structure and
relationships.

RECOMMENDATIONS :

1. The appropriate AIDS prevention education may be targeted with

different groups of people who are in the same age, marital status

including young students.

2. Change attitudes on visiting prostitutes in Thai society and address

a better understanding between genders about the present situation.
Strengthen policy on promoting on good relationships at the family
level.

In depth research on gender relations and gender analysis.
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