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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research 1s to ascertain the weorth
placed on ligay by Lanna {(northern) Thail people. Special
regard is given to ligay s social and religious value.
This study includes written material concerning the
importance of ligay and interviews of ten professional
ligay troupes in Chiang Mai and Lampoon praovinces.
Members of the audience were interviewed while they
watched the performance. Interviews were made of 40
villagers from Kad village in Tambon Bankad, Amphur
Muang, Chiang Mai Province and 40 villagers from Paen

Village, Tambon Ban Paen, Amphur Muang, Lampoon
Province. Also 20 people in the city of Chiang Mai and
20 from the city of Lampoon were interviewed. The

"purposesive saupliry" method of interviewing was used
in which the researchers formulated their own questions.

From this study it was found that Kru S5a-Ing Sopit
brought the first ligéy troupe, named Sri Prasert,
from Central Thailand to the Lanna Thai area between
1927 and 1979. He first performed in Long Chiec village,
Tambon Pradupa, " Amphur Muang, Chiang Mai Province.
Ligsy reached its zenith of popularity about 1857 when
there were 18-20 professional troupes performing in
village theatres, temple festivals, school celebrations
and many other occasions. At that time each troupe gave
200-250 performances between the months of November to
June each year. Now, however. there are no longer any
operating theatres and ligay troupes perform only 30-40
times per year for special celebrations at temples,
churches and schools.

The reason for this reduction is the rising influence
of modern music groups, movies, television and videos.
These products of modern technology, are less expensive
and are more readily available. Nevertheless, ligay
still serves a valuable social and religious purpose
because of its beauty and its unigue style. 1t reflects
the problems of society and provides examples of



how to solve these problems. It has influence not only
with Thai people but is beginning to have wvalue for
other natiocnalities as well. These are gocd reasons for
preserving ligay.

Suggestions to the ligay troupes to help preserve this
important art form are: to update the stories to fit
modern situations and to make sure the behaviour of the
performers sets a socially acceptable example.

It is recommended that the government and other
institutions such as schools and private orgsnizatians
support ligay as they do other Thai art forms because
ligay is a true Thai cyltural folk art that speaks
deeply to the feeling of Thai village people.
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