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Abstract

Title Enhancing Public Consciousness Behavior of young offenders in the
District 7 Juvenile Vocational Training Center, Chiang Mai Province : Effects
of the Positive Potential Development Program

Researchers Nongnaphas Phanpolakrit, Marut Kaew-In and Areerat Jan-ta-ma

Date Completed  December 2013

This research was an experimental design which had five purpeses, 1)to study the level
of public consciousness behavior in young offenders in the ~District 7 juvenile Vocational
Training Center, Chiang Mai Province, 2) to study the effect of their participation in the Positive
Potential Development Program which enhanced public consciousness behavior in the young
offenders  3)to study the young subjects‘satisfaction with the Positive Potential Development
Program, 4) to analyze the activities of the Positive Potential Development Program 5) to
analyze the overall effectiveness of the Positive Potential . Development Program .

A total of 341 young offenders in the District 7 juvenile Vocational Training Center,
Chiang Mai Province, were willing to answer a public consciousness test. 60 young offenders
were randomly chosen from those offenders ‘who scored lower than 3.00 in the test, These 60
were scparated into two groups : 30 in a control group and 30 in the experimental group. Those
in -the experimental group werc given training at the Positive Potential Development Program
Training Camp which was designed te enhance public consciousness behavior. The data were
analyzed by using a computer program designed for social studies research to analyze the
primary data of the sample groups and to test the rescarch hypothesis which was performed
by means of the dependent T-test,

The research resulis revealed that overall the levels of public consciousness behavior
were af a low level. The youths displayed a low level of public consciousness behavior with
regard to emotional intelligence, self —sufficiency, and gratitude, a medium level with regard to
responsibility and charity, but they showed a high level of self- discipline. Before the training
was given to the experimental group the average score for public consciousness behavior of the
two groups was not significantly different. After attending the positive potential training program,
.thc experimental group members were found to have gained significantly higher average scores,

the test on public consciousness at 0.01 level, than before the training. In addition, all the



activities in the program were satisfied by the young offenders. The analysis of both the
content and process of the activities in the Positive Potential Development Program found that
this experiment stimulated the youths * free expression, encouraged mutual interaction learning
and sharing with friends, and helped the subjects understand the main lessons from the
course which were responsibility, charity, respect for public properties and sclf — development,

Furthermore, the average score for a follow ~up test, which was conducted one month
later, were not significantly different from the post test results, which suggests that the training
might have long —term benefits.

From the findings, it can be confirmed that the Positive Potential Development Program can be
used to enhance the public consciousness behavior of young offenders, This program could be
used for the development of gratitude, charity, discipline and responsibility, seif - sufficiency and
the emotional intelligence of youths. [t is possible that a social curriculum couid be developed

for the classroom based on the results of this program.

Keywords: Public consciousness behavior, Positive Potential” Development Program,

young offenders in a Juvenile Vocational Training Center
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