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Abstract
Title: From Traders and Forest Workers to Construction and Wage Labourers:
Economic and Social Relationships of Shan and Lan N&
Researchers:  Associate Professor Dr. Ratanaporn Sethakul &
Ms.Kobgarn Photchanachai
Ms.Phongphan Phanpanya

Year 2013
Key words:  Shans, Lan Na people, and changes in & social relations

The research titled “From Traders and Forest Workers ta Construction and Wage Laborers:

Economic and Social Relationships Between thesShan and Lan Na People” is a study of changes

in the economic and social relationships between an and Lan Na people and of the status of

the Shan people in Lan Na after the Worl nd the advent of the military government in
Myanmar. Political changes at home fdrc ge number of Shan people to take refuge and to

find jobs in Thailand, particularly i iang Mai, the center of the Lan Na economy and culture.
Economic development and th wth of business sectors in Chiang Mai have allowed the Shan

people to work and earn modey for\themselves and their families who remain in the Shan states.

Attitudes toward q‘n;ople have changed over the years. While they were accepted

initially, the increasingmber of Shan workers in Chiang Mai began to arouse suspicion among
a small group of local people. Insults, exploitation and harassment from governmental officials

and employers caused social and ethnic conflicts.



More recently, the need for Shan laborers has led to changes in attitudes and the acceptance of the
Shan as part of the local society. The Thai government has adjusted its policies to be more
flexible and acknowledged the fundamental rights of the Shan laborers. Simultaneously, the Shan
laborers have adapted to the new social environments. They have built new communities in
Buddhist temples and Christian churches in order to relieve their homesigknéss, share their
working experience and help each other solve problems at the workplgce and in their families.

Moreover, to get recognition from the Thai people around them, twt e part in communal

activities as if they were part of those communities. %

N
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