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ABSTRACT

Topic: Life and Ministry of Local Clurches in the Northern Suburb Area

Belonging 1o the 1” District Church of the Church of Christ in Thailand

Rescarchers : Rev. Manit Maniwong

Sukonrak  Panya

Year : 2012

This study is a basic research that aims to examine characteristics and ministrics of
the Local Churches in the Northern Suburb Area Belonging to the 1™ District Church of the
Church of Christ in Thailand on the basis of biblical and theological understanding of the church,
Data is taken from 134 members ﬁflhrcc churches: Seubpraporn Church, Prapornchai Church and
Sri-gnam Church. Methodology consists of literature review, questionnaire, focus groups, and

interview.

From this research, 1t is found that the Local Churches in the Northern Suburb Areca
are a comumunity of believers whose lives reflect characteristics of the church according to the
biblical and theological teaching. In addition, the church has five basic ministries: disciple
making, worship, fellowship, service and evangelism. Among these ministries, the churches are
successful in ministries of fellowship, worship, and service, but the churches should improve

ministries of disciple making, evangelism and worship.

It is aiso found that there are two main factors that influence the churches’ life and
ministries. Firstly, the clurches are threatened by materialism and consumerism. Secondly, the

churches lack process and tools in the nurture of church members to become real disciples of

Jesus Christ.



Therefore, the churches should seek ways to develop life and ministries that can
adequatcly respond to this situation so that people in this community will have lives and

nunistries that are in accordance to the Bible and Christian theology.

Key Words:  local church, life of {ocal church, ministry of tocal church, local church in suburb

area, the Church of Christ in Thailand
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