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ABSTRACT

This research is a considerably basic onc with the purposc of the study of Life and
Ministry of Local Churches of Karen Ethnic Group in Highland of Northern Thailand Belonging
to the 10" District of the Church of Christ in Thailand. The study rescarch is mostly based on the
Bible and theology. This rescarch deals mainly with the members of three churches as follows: 77
members from Bethany Church, 40 members. from North Huey Fan Church |, and 35 members
from Huey Mana Church. These 152 church members are memorandum sampling. In order to get
sufficient and realistic documents and data the rescarcher has carefully used questionnaire and
interview as a means to conduct the rescarch; and made a critical analysis through its content.

From this research the writcr has found out that these three churches or Karen ethnic
groups have done very good job in ministry, particularly in relation to worship service and
praising the Lord. However, they regard worship service as the crucial activity or heart of the
ministry. Most people give highly cooperation in this matter. 1t is due to the fact that worship
service helps them to abide in God and have spiritual experience through prayers, scripture
reading, and daily Life experiences with Him. Another ministry which they have performed
excellent job is to take care of one another in their communities. Since the Karen ethnic group
have special way of life and cultural setting, they contribute certain kind of a sense of belonging.
They wholeheartedly help one another. This sense of belonging flows not only from one faith or
Chrstian faith, but as derived from ethnic spirit regardiess of faith and religious backgrounds.

Such a ministry calls them to concemn for one another regardless of religious adherence. Thus the



ministry of service to one another in their communitics is also one of the most important ministrics
of these churches.

However, there arc some strategics which must be considerably improved in their
ministry, particularly the discipleship making ministry. This discipleship making includes the
continuity of Bible study in order to become effective disciples of Christ.  The Karen people
themselves feel that the lack of Bible study continuously may bring about the staccato effect of
othcr ministries as well.  The church members need 1o improve this thing as well as other
minisirics. Another one which need to improve in order to become a strong and effective church
is to proclaim the gospel. To bear witness to Jesus Christ and bring forth the non-Christian
people to Christian faith is the most important ministry which the churches must take into
consideration seriously. There should be more places as targets for cvangelism with the co-
operation of all believers. The most problematic issue of evangelism is that most of church
members do not know the Bible very well, they therefore are afraid that they might not be able to

answer certain guestions correctly and explicitly,

Key Words Local Church life of the local churghes, ministry of local Churches. The Church

of Christ in Thailand, The 10 District of the Church of Christ in Thailand.
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