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Northern Thailand, Belonging to the 18" District of the Church of Christ in Thailand
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ABSTRACT

Topic: Life and Ministry of Local Churches of Lahu Ethnic Group in Highland of
Northern Thailand, Belonging to the 18" District of the Church of Christ in
Thailand

Researchers:  Rev. Dr. Sin Seung Yeom
Mr. Prasit Saetang

Year: 2012

This study is a basic research that aims 10 examine characteristics and ministries of local
churches of Lahw ethnic group in highland of Northern Thailand, belonging to the 18" district of
the Church of Christ in Thailand on the basis of biblical and theological understanding of the
church. Data are taken from 89 members (45 males and 44 females) from three local churches:
Banklang Church, which is a big church, Huaypapaw Church, which is a medium church, and
Tadroi Church, which is a small church. There are three groups from each church: church
committee or men’s group, women'’s group, and youth group. Meihodology consists of literature
review, questionnaire, focus groups, and interview.

From this research, it is found that local churches have general characteristics that are
generally in accordance {o the biblical and theological teaching. Lecal churches have strong
Sunday worship services and fellowship groups, but worship attendance is less than half of the
total membership. The weakness can be found in disciple making ministry. There is no Bible
study for youth and adults aceept listening to sermon. Church members do not have intimate
relationship with God through prayer and Bible reading. As a resuit, they do not let God take part
in their decision making; they cannot be good examples in the society; they cannot share Christ’s
love and mercy to others and cannet conumunicate the gospel effectively.

It is also found that capitalism, consumerism, and individualism have more impact on
church members’ lives than the impact of the gospel. Therefore, it is urgent to develop a stronger
disciple making ministry in local churches of the 18" district of the Church of Christ in Thaitand.
Key Words: focal church, life of focal church, ministry of locat church, the Church of Christ

in Thailand
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