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Abst.ract.

This research is aimed at : 1) recording and collecting
Thai Song Dam's comic folktales in Phitsanulok into written form.
2) categorizing them according to their significant motifs, and
3) analyzing them by their structure and context.

The procedure of the study is based .on the folklore research
methodology whichi begins from surveying, data collecting from the
interviews in order to record the subjects’ data. In this case not
only the tape recorder is used but the context is also recorded by
photography and by note taking of the atmosphere of the interviews.
The procedure then involves studying and analyzing data, beginning
from word - by - word transcribing of the tapes recorded, categorizing
it according to the motif index as appears in Stith Thompson's Motif-
Index of Folk Literature, and amalyzing the data by structure and
context.

The results of this study were that these 51 collected comic
folktales of the Thai Song Dam in Phitsanulok can be categorized,
according to the motif index, into 22 motifs. The analysis revealed
that these comics not noly entertain the audience, but also play a
role in shaping the audience's understanding of the human race, and in
reflecting the social millieu, values and useful guidelines for
individual practise to the audience.
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