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A Study of Personal Expenses of Students at the Four

Private Universities in Thailand.
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ABSTRACT

Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study was to survey the personal
expenses of the students of a private university in Thailand
in order to compare the personal expenses at a private university
in the Northern part of Thailand with the personal expenses
of private universities in the Central part of Thailand, to
compare the educational investment of the university with the
educational investment of students, and to study students!
financial problems and the trend of the students' expenses in

private universities in Thailand.

Methodology and Procedure

The sample consisted of 1420 students from four private
universities in Thailand (300 students from Payap Univerity,
400 students from the Chamber of Thai Commerce, 350 s:cudents
from Bangkok University, and 370 students from Bhurakijpundit
University) They were selected by stratified Random Samplinge
One Hundred fifty-three questionnaire were completed and
returned (81.,20%)

The research instrument for this study was a
questionnaire construéted by the researchers. There were 3 parts:
the first part was concerned with personal dataj the second

part was concerned with the details of the students' personal



3.

expenses j the third part was concerned with the students'
financial problems and the trend of the students' personal
expenses. Data were analysed by computing frequencies, |
per centages, means, and the standard deviation. The one-way
ANOVA was employed to determine the significant differences

between the four mean scores for each expense. The differences

between varions groups were tested by Scheffée method.

Research Finding

1« A students's average personal expenses at private
universities in Thailand was 4441.25 baht a month. The highest
expénses occurred among Bhurakijpundit University students.
They spent and average of 4577.78 baht a month. The students
at the University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce spent an
average of 4499.30 baht a month. The students at Payap University
spent an average of 4394.82 baht a month. The students at
Bangkok University spent an average of 4383.82 baht a month.

2+ The result of the comparison between the stﬁdents'
personai expenses at the university in the northern area and
the universities in the central area was that the mean scores
of miscellaneous expenses, food expenses, health expense,
tuition and fees, laundry expenses, transportation expenses
to the university, transportation expenses to the hometown
and clothing expenses for special occasions of the students

in the northern area and the students of the central area were



not significantly different (P ('.05, P £ .01). The mean scores
of residence expenses, entertainment expenses, uniform expenses,
and educational suppy expenses of the students of the university
of the northern area and the students of the university of the
central area were significantly different (P ¢ .05, P {.01).

3. The result of the comparison between the educational
investment of each university and students' educational
investment was that Payap University invested 26.83% , while
the students invested 73.18 ¥ , the University of the Thai
Chamber of Commerge invested 16.95 % , while the students
invested 83.05 %, and Bangkok University invested 19.13 % ,
while the students invested 80.87 %.

4. In regard to financial problems, 62.99 per cent
of the students have problems with insufficient funds. The
causes are overexpenditures on entertainment, the delay in
receiving money from parents, friends, borrowing, and unsystematic
spending. The trend is that students' personal expenses in the

future will be approximately 4500-5000 baht per month.
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