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Abstract

A. Scepe of the Study

The purpose of this research was to study the origin, characteristics and the
steps of manufacture of lacquer-ware in both Chiang Mai and Japan. These local
handicrafis display the respective heritage and knowledge developed over many
generations. This study attempted to compare the knowledge and practice of the
craftsmen in each country as well as the problems and obstacles facing the lacquer-
ware industry in these countries. The study also attempted to identify how the
respective Jocal industries develop their craftsmen to produce lacquer-ware that can
be sold in both local and global markets.

B. Research Methodelegy

The data for the study was compiled from published Thai and foreign
literature and collected through informal interviews. The study collected information
directly from Thai and Japanese shops and organizations that are well known within
the respective lacquer-ware industry.



C. Results

The study revealed that lacquer-ware has been developed in both countries
over hundreds of years with the industry in Japan being nearly 1000 years old.
Craftsmen of both countries use the same raw material which mainly come from
China and Myanmar. However, the methods of purifying the lacquer differ. Also
different types of brushes and additives are used for applying the lacquer. The
designs and patterns used differ in accordance to the daily life and culture of the
lacquer craftsmen from each country. The high price of lacquer in both countries
reflects the fact that the raw matenals are scarce and need to be imported.

The lacquer-ware in Japan is primarily produced for the domestic market as
lacquer-ware is commonly found in the typical Japanese home. Thai lacquer-ware on
the other hand 1s primanly produced for export. Increases in the cost of raw materials
has further lowered the demand for Thai lacquer-ware.

The Thai lacquer-ware industry needs to improve the quality and range of
designs in order to meet the demands of its market. The Thai lacquer-ware craftsmen
would do well to adopt and adapt some of the techniques used by the Japanese
craftismen. Thai government support for this industry is also needed so that it will
improve the quality of the product, improve the market demand, and preserve this art
form in Thailand.
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