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Abstract

This paper investigates the factor that effect to the use of the congregational
songs variation in service worship., The study is qualitative and shows real situation and
its relevance. The objectives are to: 1} Study the factors that cause varies in the use of
the congregational songs in service worship, and 2) Understand the impact from these
changes and how they affect activities of churches and other religious missions.

The survey sample comprised 16 individuals each randomly selected and
include: 1) One person from the pastoral care mission, one church elder, twelve youth
members {14 individuals). 2) The Director of the Christian Education and Literature
Department, Director of the Evangelism Department, Assistant to the Director of Pastoral
mission unit and a professor from the Church Music Department of McGilvary College of

Divinity.




Research instruments comprised: 1) A close ended, muliiple choice
questionnaire on the use of singing music for worship in churches. 2) Non-stiuctured
interviews on the cause of change in the use of singing music for worship, and 3) Non-
structured observation. The other data came from 1) A seminar on the changes in the use
of singing music for worship in churches delivered by a specialist and subsequent
discussion amongst participants. 2) Personal views as a member of the Thai Hymnal
Revision Committee, Church of Christ, Thailand 3) Additional interviews to recheck the
data, and 4) Verification of data.

All data were collected by one researcher and analyzed in four approaches: 1)
Theory of period change in western music. 2) Methods and practice in the use of singing
music and the pattern of worship in the Church of Christ in Thailand. 3) Academic
standards for hymns based on Martin Luther's perspective, and 4) Presbyterian Church

music philosophy by John Calvin,

Research Summary

The causes for changes in the use of singing music for worship include (i)
Churches lack music leaders to facilitate parishioners and youth members understanding
of hymns, (i) Music leaders are lacking because of the lack of any Music Committee of
the Church of Christ in Thailand, (i} The teaching of Church Music and Christian
Education are not emphasized in tertiary education. (iv) The pattern of worship in
churches, (v} the method of recruitment of fulltime pastors {(who are not graduates of The
McGilvary College of Divinity, Church of Christ in Thaitand), (vi} and some specific
characteristics of Thai hymns, all present obstacles to singing and furthermore, (vii) the
current patterns of worship amongst groups and organizations not under the Church of
Christ in Thailand, strongly influence parishioners and youth members.

The impact from these changes include : (i) a tendency for churches to stop
using these hymns, (i) harmonized singing and church choirs will disappear from the
Church, (iii}) the pronoun describing oneself “in prayer” is changing and youth members in
churches will be interested in activities that invalve friendship and Bible studies rather

than working together in unity and sharing.
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