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LBSTRACT

A study of Chiang kKai's history shows that in ité status as the
center of the Lan Na Thai Kingdom, it was composed of many ethnic groups.
This is show in different historical sources as hﬁving been caused by
the forced repopulation of peoples from different states, sﬁch as in\_
the Sipsonpg Panne, to add to the populafion of - the Lan Na.Kingdom.' These
_ethnic groups included Tai Lﬁ, Tai Khun, Tai Yai {Shan), and others.
These groups have moved into this area and built ecultural links with;

the Tai Yuan (the local people) in Lan Na for a ong periocd of time.

This study investigated one such group in Khun Village and in
Wua Lai village. The purpose was to show that the residents of these
two villagés (today most people in Chiang Mai Province are unaware of
or have not heard the name Fhun Village, calling the two villages
collectively Wua Lai Village, from the road running down the middle of
the two villages named wua Lai Road). These villagés_date_beck to the
time when Chao Kawila brought prisoners of war down from the Shan-States,
of which Kengtung is a major center. This has led to people hypethesizing
that the inhabitants df Kergtung, the Tai Khun, came to be the forebesrers
of the present residents of Xhun and Wua Lai Villageé. These peopie ﬁracfim
the handicraft they brought with them, which are know as Khun wares
(lacquerware). There was algo a group that came from the Salween River
Valley, in Burma today, who practiced the craft of silverware manuf&cture.
A5 a result of these two crafts having been handed down over a leong period’
of time by the residents of these two villeges, they have beconme symbols
of Khun and Wua Lai Villages of Chiang Mai Province, until the present
day. In the last ten years, economic factors have influenced these craft
industries., Factors include better marketing and the growth of tourist
attractions, 4 part of this has_been.the expansion of tourism on fhe
San Kamphaeng-Chisng Mai Road. There has been considerable investment
in this region and the mrea has become a new tourist destination;' This

has caused production and sales to fade as new investors &nd some old



ones too, in addltlon to some oi' the artisanc, moved to the San I\amphaeng
‘Road in order to survlve, as well as to brlﬁr a return from thelr
"1nvestment, As.a result, the researchers. recnrnlze the problens faced ;:I
by'traditional_handicraftsjin chang1ng village 5001ety. Thls will have[
an‘effeCt on future trénds of crafts {hétlﬁére made for thelr artlstlc
talﬁe tha{ mhéu hecbme crafté made- to brlng flnan01al 1ncome. Th15 of'
.-.course 1mpedes produczng artlstlc, beautlful wares in the tradltlonal

- mENNer.
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