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Abstract
The Ping River valley lowlands, the site of Chiang Mai and Lamphun provin-~
ces, is home for many different ethnic groups. Thai chronicles, books, and
Vestern travellers' repqrts frequently refer to these peoples being brought
from meny small states in the Sipsong Pan Na (Xishuang 8anna) and the Burmese
Shan States to be resettled in the Lan la Thai kingdom. Additional, volun-
tary migrants fleeing political difficulties in their homelands followed.
These peoples included Tai Lu, Tai Khun, dgiao (Shan) , and other Tai groups
related politically, ethnically, or culturally to the Tai Yuan, or the Khon
puang of the Lan #Ha kingdom.
This study examines the settlenent and way of life of the Lu in Ban Muang
Luang Hua, Luang Hua Commgne, Doi Soket Vistrict, Chiang Ma Province., Tnis
is the Tirat group studied in an exomination of other Tal sub-groups that
will ensue. Tine villagers of Zan Muang Luang ijua believe that their vfilage
was Ffounveo oftar thelr ancestors wigrated from the Sipsong Pan #la is what
is now Yurnan Province of the People's Republic of China, in the 16th cent-
ury, A.U. This belief coincides with traces of an old city wall adjacent to
thie villace, called today Wiang Kaen. MHowever, since this old site has not
been adequately studied so far, nothing conclusive can be sai& about it. The
lu of this villoge are aistincuished by their spoken language, which differs
from northern Thai. Also, the villagers are incustrious in carning their
livelihood and close ties exist between them. This way of life closely re-
seables that of othar rural dwellers in northern Thailand where a sinple
lifestyle is closely intertwined with its traditions, custons, and religion.
Tne principal occupation is forming rice and other crops Jike tobacco, soy-

beens, and vecetabies. Acricultural technigues and modes of production are



being upgraded continuatly., it con thus be seen that the Beon huang Luong

Nua villagers are prepared to furtner develop thenselves. Adding to their
cducation in the local school and to additicnal \caining from various gov-
ernrentsl agencies the villagers have coopirated so satisfactorily that the

villsge has been selected as a model developrent village.
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