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ABSTRACT

Ethnegraphic and anthropological studies of village life in
northern Thailand have over the year:s been weighted consistently
in favor of diverse ethnic groups, usually referred to as "hill
tribes." One of the first wvillage studies of lowland
agricultural people of northern Thailand was undertaken by
Kingshill in 1953-54 as part of his doctoral studies program
under the auspices of Cornell University, U.S.A, Follow-up
studies at ten-year intervals indicated only minor changes in the
lifestyle of the villagers. In 1984 a third follow-up study was
carried out in a somewhat more thorough manner by a team of Payap
University faculty members, including Prasert Bhandhachart,
Ronald D. Renard, and Konrad Kingshill, assisted by students
fulfilling various academic requirements.

The population of Ku Daeng reflects the general demographic
pattern found in northern Thailand. While ‘the number of
households increased steadily at an annual rate of approximately
1.5% over the thirty year period covered by the study, the change
in total pcpulation of the village showed quite -a different
pattern. During the first ten years there was a 503% increase in
the nunmber of people living in Ku Daeng, a 12% decline the
following ten years, and a further 163% decrecase during the decade
ending in 1984, The population of Ku Daeng today is only 6%
larger than it was in 1954. The emigration pattern seems to have
remained much the same over the thirty-year period, while the
success of family planning must be credited for the stability in
size of the village of Ku Daeng.

Technological innovations have kept pace with development
for the entire country. From one radio in 1954 to 81 in 1964 and
at least one per family in 1984, By 1974 electric lights had
been installed in most houses. Within two years of the advent of
electricity, television sets made their appearance. While there
were no motorcycles or automobiles in Ku Daeng in 1954, by 1984
there were at least as many as there were households. In 1954
excess cash was almost entirely invested in land or livestock;
by 1984 the situation had changed to the acquisition of
mechanized agricultural implements, personal vehicles, and
household appliances.

Agriculture remains the basic income producing occupation
fct  the villagers, supplemented by cash earnings from labor or
entrepreneurial activity.

The level of education and educational aspirations have
increased considerably over the thirty-year period, although not
as much as material expectations. Most children still leave
school after the fourth grade. However, today the village can
boast of two members of the community with university degrees and
a number who have achieved vocational certification. Two



descendants of persons featured in the first study are now
emploeyed by Payap University in Chiang Mai.

The temple and work related to this institution have changed
little over the period of study. Inasmuch as the abbot continues
to be the same person, there has been general continuity in the
role and .activities of the temple community. Although the
physical plant of the temple has imprnved somewhat, there is no
drastic change in number of persons ordained or in retention of
novices once they pass adolescence.

The administrative structure of the village has shown very
little change, In 1974 the headman of one of the constituent
hamlets was no longer Kamman of the commune whereas today this
office has returned to Ku Daeng. The power and influence of the
Kamnan has neot substantially changed. Methods of selection and
electicn of village officials have remained much the same.

Official interest in the village rezched a climax, perhaps,
during the years of selection of Ku Daeng as a model development
village. By now much of the development structure introduced at
that time has become routine, and seme of the enthusiasm has worn
thin,

Women continue to play an important part in the life of the
village. While a few of the sex roles have changed one way or
another, on the whole the pattern of division of work and
responsibility has remained the same.

In 1954 Kingshill postulated a series of seven themes as
being characteristic of village lifc as a whole. Data collected
during the 1984 study did not indicate in any way that these
themes were less valid today than they had been thirty years ago.

The next step in the study of cultural development in Ku
Daeng should be a thorough, year-round ethnographic study of the
village in erder to obtain comprehensive data for statistical and
descriptive compariscn of present day conditions with those
recorded thirty years ago.
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