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Abstract

~ The purpose of this study was to make a survey investigation
of the Lua community in Chiang Mai. This study examined the
historical origins, general characteristics on the lifestyle of
the Lua, their beliefs, traditions and customs, Thai cultural
patterns adopted into Lua life, as well as what continues to set
the Lua off as distinctive from their neighbors. These findings
will be of use in examining Lua history and society as well as
being a guide in community development. The findings are also a
basis for further, in-depth, studies of the Lua.

This study examined Lua villages in five districts of Chiang
Mai Province. These were Muang District, Hang Dong District, San
Pa Tong District, Chom Thong District, and Hot District.

Data collection made use of questionnaires and interviews.
Data obtained from interviewing those knowledgeable about the
study villages were analyzed together with documentary evidence.
This was presented in the form of an analytical report.

Results of this survey showed that the Lua villages in the
five study districts have a long history, reaching back to before
the founding of Chiang Mai city. The Lua believe that one of
their ancestors, Khun Wilangka, founded Chiang Mai city.

Before coming to 1live in the lowlands of Chiang Mai
Province, the Lua formerly lived in the hills because of arid
weather conditions. As their numbers increased, they had to find
new areas more fertile on which their growing population could
make a 1living. This was a factor in the hill Lua moving to
settle in the valleys, where there were many lowlanders living
pefore them. This opened the new opportunity for the Lua to meet
and have cultural exchanges with the earlier valley settlers.
These exchanges included trade, being hired to work in the fields
of the previous lowlanders, as well as intermarriage. This has
led to acceptance of and adoption of various Thai lowlander
customs. This study ‘has shown that the economic, social,
political, and administrative characteristics of the Lua have not
been obstacles to their assimilating Thai customs. The Lua,
nonetheless, still adhere to their Lua identity making it
possible at present to see their cultural uniqueness.
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