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Abstract

The purpese of this research was to study the
traditional society and culture of the Thai LE and to examine
te what extent this traditional soclety and culture have been
preserved or abandoned as well as the reasons for preservation
or abandenment. Lﬁ of different ages were studied for the
purpese of examining to what extent traditions have been pre-
served qr.abandoned. This Study was based on an examination of
documents and of interviews with 148 individuals in Mae Sap
Village, ngoeng District, Chiang Mal Province. In thése inter-
views, questionnaires prepared by the researcher were used.

The results of the study can be summarized as follows.

"
The Thal Lu are an ethnic group with its own distinc-

tive society and culture in terms of occupations, education,

medical care, religious beliefs, character, beliefs, traditions,
dress, way of life, and language. Migration and the passage of
time have caused the aspects of traditional L& socliety and
culture mot f£it for the times to change. Although the Thal LU
gave up certain cultural traits long age so that the subjects
of this research study have no knowledge of them whatever,

the Thai L& still practice some aspects of their traditional
culture. The reason that the Thai L& preserve these practices
is that they have carried them out and have faith in them.

A secondary reason is that they are accustomed to practicing
them, That Lg whose ages and educational status are not the
same have different reasons for preserving or abandening their

traditional culture,





