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Abatract

The purpose of this research was to-investigate the
reasons why, in institutions of'higher education in Chiang.Mai
Province, students do not .select Thaj as their major subject.

A group of 467 first-year students from the Faculty of Humanities
and faculty of.Social Sciences (Arts) from Chiang Mai University,
Payap University, and the Chiang ¥Mai Teacher's Training College

was studied. Questionnaires prepared by the researchers were

used.for data collection, Results of the research can be

summarized as follows.

There are several reasons why students do not select . '41;
Thai as their major subject at the higher educatien level in ~  i;:
Chiang Mai Province. Ranked from the most important regards the- -
lack of new techniques in .teaching Thai, stressiﬁg lecture more )
than practice, and lacking instructional aids. Reasons regarding o .;f}
the subject matter of Thai language include that “certain principles- |
of the Thai language are uncertain with many exce?tions, the That
languege is difficult to study, hard to understand, and there is
nothing fun in learning it. A Reason regarding the students is
that one can learn Thai by oneself so that it is unnecessary
major in it. Reasons regarding society is that, once having S
majored in Thai language, jobs related to this field are difficult .
to find, Thei society gives no preference to people'who have ‘

ma jored in Thai, and there are few opportunities for people who

have majored in Thai to go on for further study.

"

In addition, there are suggestions that will be of use
to Thai language study for teachers and administrators in

institutions of higher education in the future.






