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Nursing License Examination, Factors Affecting success on the Nursing

License Examination

The purposes of this study were (1) to examine the factors affecting success on the Nursing

License Examination for Registered Nurses among nursing students at McCormick Facuity of Nursing,

Payap University, (2) to sidy graduates’ perceptions of ideal factors compared to factors actually

experienced leading toward success on the Nursing License Examination, and (3) to describe the graduates’

perceptions and the faculty’s perceptions of the factors that affected success on the examination. The

sample was 66 registered nurses who graduated from McCormick Faculty of Nursing in the 2006 academic

year and took the Nursing License Examination for Registered Nurses during first test for the year 2006,

and 20 faculty members.



The research design was mixed-metheds, using qua]itatiye method and.quantitative method.
Quaniitative instruments included factoré affecting success on the Nursing License Examination
q.uestionnairc, a set of Student Learning Styles Questionnaire constructed by Grasha and Reichman (1975)
modified by Wongsatit Wattanaseree (2001), the Cronbach’s alpha reliability coefficient was 0.83.
Quantitative data were analyzed using the computer program SPSS/PC+ Version 4.0 and described using
statistical technigues such as percentage, means, standard deviation, and T-test, were employed in the
analysis of data. The Pearson’s product moment corretation was used to examine the relationship between
the success and the factors related to the success on the Nursing License Examinatios. Qualitative method
used in this research was focus group interview. The interview guide was used for. colleéting data pertinent
{0 the topic of interest. Data analysis method was content anatysis. The results were as follows,
. The factors affecting success on the Nursing License Examination for Registered
Nurses were the graduates’ personal characteristics and learning and teaching system.

a. Obstetrical Nursing Co.urse, the positive affects were cumﬁlative GPA {r= 453, P
= 01), competitive leaming style (r = 421, P < .01), and collaborative leamning style (r=.227, P < .05).

b. Mother and Child Nursing Course, cum'culum? the positive affects were
curriculum (r = .326, P < .01), GPA (r =.036, P <.01), and professional courses GPA {r=.280, P <.01).

c. Child and Adolescent Nursing Course, the positive affects were cumulative
GPA (r=.4023, P < ..01), professional courses GPA (v =393, P < .01) and course work managcmcnt. {r=
392, P<.01).

d. Adult Nursing Course, the positive affects were the institution techniques
to prepare the students for the examination (r =.366, P < .01), professional courses GPA (r=.279, P < .bl),
and collaborative learning style (r=.233, P < .01).

e. Gerontological Nursing Course, the positive affects were course work management
style, and the graduates’ personal characteristics. {r = 314, .294, and .293, P < .05, respectively),
_The negative affects were competitive learning style and dependent iearning style (r =-.238, and -.204, P <

.05).



f  Meta! Health and Psychiatry Nurs;ng the positive éffects were professional
courses GPA, cumulative GPA (r = .406, .378, P <.01), and collaborative learning style (r = .263, P < .05).
The négative affect was avuida.nt learning style (r = -.365, P <.01}
g. No relationship was found for Community Health Nursing Course.
h. Laws in Nursing Course, the only positive effect was the students’ preparation
before taking the examination particularly seeking paper or old teslt to read and practice (r=.381, P < .01)
2. Compared between the ideal factors and the actual factors, the result showed that
the graduates’ perspectives and the faculty’s perspectives in refation to these factors were statistically
different (P < .01).
3. The graduates’ perceptions and the faculty perceptions of factors that mostly related to
the success of Nursing Licensc Examination were similar. The results showed that the three factors were
the graduates’ personal characteristic, the, institution learning and teaching system, and the environment

factors.
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