A LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF CLASSIFIERS IN THE TAI LUE
LANGUAGE OF CHIANG KHAM DISTRICT, FPRAYAO PROVINCE
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Abstract

Every common noun 1in Tai Lue has a classifier
attached to it in the lexicon. In most situations in
which a referent is realized there must be expression
of the classifier as well as the common noun.

The Nominal Group in Tai Lue in composed of two
corefereﬁtial Noun Phrases, one built around the common
noun, the other built around a c¢lassifier noun.
Semantic information is distributed between these two
Noun Phrases. The classifier attracts information such
as Number, Specification, and Events, while the common
noun attracts information such.as Material Composition,
Ownership, and Attributes.

The classifier plays a role in referent
identification in Tai Lue discourse. The classifier
often appears alone in situations associated with 01ld

Information.



undiaza

o ar b 261 T ar ° e o 1 ‘-1 A
mﬁnumzu’ml,ﬂumu 12 N7 AT - HUDNIAIE I8 ?‘;Iﬂﬂ'\ AT LEaEa

o

‘l T e L ar e o Gl ar ) 1) e ' o r LI
UHOTRATTARIA I NETIDINENEY [Oawdn FUATT [ AIANMUE I LU LAY IADANT [ﬂj

ANBTRR

' aﬁ’[ "“ A '-'L ¥ Y T S wr
NANIILAD LA InsdadTeran WnBUWNETWOINaE tReIfy 2
WNNE natafa wunduiivaslsznavagiivindiigum  Audnunriiivaztiznay
" ; y ooz
sufudndnsusuy  aoaanneidasanTasernsesassaasaan 1 wrwnfieea i
o - leu a P ﬁ w bt S ae ar o
Ananssinn ity Lifudayaiidiub ey ansBarizanses wedviieya (e
wr £ ﬂl =Ha ar ﬁ’[i!u 31 e G[l' -2 X
A Luan 1 Tae 1 9 wune AR ke [Eiuliagaiven s B o nomnuaii

o _ ¥ v [ ¥ turea wr ¥
?’I‘I(’ﬂ')ﬂ‘ﬂg l‘? ﬂ']'i“ﬁﬂ\?ﬂ?qulﬂul%'nla\i u:a3ﬂ'ﬁuﬁﬁdndﬂmﬂimm@ﬁi’!:{m’lan&u |

-“” & .
AIAAEUEL [UATRY MO Bt SR lUA1TRREMA IR S WG

AAnsruaEinEUsIngag lae <) wnsinisnafisiayaiiaunanafanudn



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Many things came together to make this project
possible. The Bureau of State Universities of Thailand
gave me a research grant through their program of
Research Grants for the Development = of Private
Institutions of Higher Education.

At Péyap University, Chiang Mai, the Research and
Development Institute, and the Linguistics Department
both provided help and encouragement, as did the Summer
Institute of Linguistics.

Two Tai Lue people have been especially helpful in
this research. Mr Impan Saengsrichan, 64, and Mrs
Palina Panyadee, 29, both spent hours with me poring
over lists of words. Much gratitude 1is due to both of

these Tali Lue people for friendship and assistance.



FOREWORD

I‘have known Tai Lue people and made attempts at
speaking their language since 1982 when I first started
to do research in Chiang Kham, in Phayac province. An
estimated 50,000 Tai Lue people live in Chiang Kham,
Chiang Khong in Chiang Rai province, Thung Chang in
Naan province, and other scattered places in northern
Thailand. Over these last few yvears 1 have collected
data in all three of those places but most extensively
in Chiang Kham.

The Tai Lue alsoc live in the Sipsongpanna district
of southern China. The 1320 census there lists Jjust
over 1,000,000 Dail people of whom probably more than
half would call themselves Tai Lue. Two brief trips to
that area are reflected here and there in this paper.
My knowledge of that dialect is still sketchy.

Tai Lue 1is in the south-west branch of the Tai
language family and is not too far different from Thai
or Laotian. There 1is a certain degree of inherent
intelligibility among all the languages in this branch,
and a Thal speaker, for example, who wants to learn Tai

Lue can do so guite gquickly.
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